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General Membership Meeting: Announcement and Reminder
October General Meeting

The annual Business Meeting with elections and
appointments will be held, as usual, in October and in

We are Hoping to have a big Fall Reunion in
2009 with speakers and activities to celebrate
Henry Hudson’s historic voyage for the Dutch
East India Co. and founding of Albany in 1609 —
both 400 years ago. Planning has already begun.

Henry was English, not Dutch; but England refused
to support his ideas of a northern sea route to China.
The Dutch East India Co. welcomed him warmly and
sponsored his journey by providing the Half Maen,
an 80-ton vessel, plus a crew of 20 sailors. This ship
has been reconstructed and tours the US east coast
frequently, and it has even cruised the Great Lakes.

Attracted by the fur trade after] 609 waves of Dutch
came to this nieuw wereld and founded the city of
Nieuw Amsterdam. A major result was Dutch settle-
" ments up and down the East coast from Fort Orange
(Albany), NY to eastern Pennsylvania, east through

New Jersey. The precise date and site will be an-
nounced later. :

Connecticut, south through New Jersey and all of
Delaware and, of course, the entire state of NY.

The Dutch accepted every religion at home and
abroad, so there were religious refugees in all Dutch
areas — especially Huguenots and German Reformed
Church members. Language among these was not a
problem, since German and Dutch are quite similar
and many of the Huguenots had already fled to Hol-
land or was living in Flemish-speaking border areas.

The Van Voorhees family were late-comers (not
arriving until 1660); however, Steven’s descendants
married into Dutch and Huguenot families already
here - some coming almost as early as Henry Hudson
and many arriving from 1610 to 1630. If we research
the earliest Van Voorhees wives, we will find French
and German names popping up repeatedly along with
the Dutch ones.

Annual DUES: Still Only $10.00!! (Life Members and other options on Dues Form, p. 22)

If you check, you will find that many organizations
similar to ours have dues of $25.00 or more. We
have kept ours to a minimum to encourage maximum
family membership. Your dues support continuing
genealogical research, storage and handling of our
books, and possibility of future CDs and books. Our
bills come in every month. The 2008 dues were due
on Jan. 1, 2008. To determine your dues status,
please check the 1% line of your mailing label. If the

mailing label does not say 2008 or Life, we have
made a mistake or your dues for 2008 have not been
paid. Your dues are deductible for Federal Income
Tax purposes. Please make checks payable to The
Van Voorhees Association. Please send your dues
to:

Tom Van Voorhies
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Notes from the Genealogy Committee
by Bob Voorhees

Great News! Flo Christoph will continue as the

"Van Voorhees genealogist for another year (2008)

and hopefully beyond. I believe I'm correct in saying
this will be her 15 year as our genealogist. With the
able assistance of Judith Van Voorhis, Flo has en-
tered 88,902 names into our Master Genealogist
(TMG) database. What a job she has done. I don’t
think my calculator would count the number of
hours she has put in on our behalf. Flo had success-
ful knee replacement surgery Jan. 4, thus she will be
mostly out of action for the next 6 weeks or so.

Year 2007 (the 75™ anniversary of the founding of
the Van Voorhees Association) was a very success-
ful year. With Flo’s leadership and hard work, the
Genealogy Committee completed 7he 9" Genera-
tion CD. Sales of this CD are running ahead of fore-
cast. We want to thank all on the Committee who
had a hand in completing this CD, and especially
thank those who have purchased the CD. These dol-
lars will go toward funding additional research.

We are thinking of additional publications but
probably not before 2009 or 2010. You might expect
us to suggest a new publication t1tled The 10" Gen-
eration (and the children of the 10™) but this is not

. the way we are thinking. The problem with the 10™

and 11™ generations is they include a large number
of living people and some would not want their
names included. Rather we are thinking of using the
1930 census as the basis for the next publication.
Names in the 1930 census are already in the public
domain. The 1940 census will be available in 2012
(1940+72 years) so we will need to keep this in mind
in our planning. Additionally, the census is the sin-
gle most important source of information. When we
receive information from members or other publica-
tions, we always try to cross check with the census.
Obvxously if we go beyond 1930, we have no census
to refer to.

Our next pubhcatmn will certainly include many
updates to the first 9 generations and the Unknowns.
Some Unknowns have been resolved since we
released the 9™ generation CD a few months ago. As
our database becomes more and more complete with
accurate information, it seems we have a better
chance of resolving some of the Unknowns. TMG
Version 7 has some new features involving finding
duplicate individuals; and, as we learn how to use it,
these new features may be helpful.

When we are working hard on a publication (as we

did in 2007) the routine entering of new information
tends to fall behind. Eventually, we have to freeze the
data and work to complete the task. So in 2008 we
want to work on updating our database with new in-
formation already on hand and with new information
as it comes in. Over half of our information comes
from our members, so please keep us in mind! We
can handle almost any file format, if you want to
send us your genealogy file attached to an email. If
you’re not sure we have your data, please contact me
at and I will try to let you
know what we have and this will indicate to you what
we don’t have.

Secondly, we want to work hard on our Unknown
Lines. These are lines that we cannot connect to our
immigrant ancestor, Steven Coerte Van Voorhees.
We currently have over 700 names in our database
that are in the Unknown category. As much as possi-
ble we want to work together on these, meaning sev-
eral members of the Genealogy Committee and/or
with members at large.

Thirdly, we want to put some effort into flagging
out distinct groups of Voorhees. The best way to des-
cribe this is with examples. Wouldn’t it be fun and
interesting to be able to print out a list of all the
Voorhees who served in the Revolutionary War, the
War of 1812, the Civil War, the First World War, and
the 2°¢ World War? Wouldn’t it be fun and interest-
ing to print out all the Voorhees who were Masons ..
or doctors .. or lawyers .. or clergy-men? Obviously
our database contains a lot of this information, but it
is incomplete. Sometimes when we are entering data,
we just don’t know that a person was a Mason, or he
served in the Civil War. New databases are coming
available that enable us to cross check our informa-
tion with the database.

As an example, Ancestry.com recently put on line
the entire National Park Service database listing US
Civil War veterans. 1 counted about 800 Civil War
Union soldiers with the name Voorhees or one of its
derivatives. There are about 75 Civil War Confeder-
ate soldiers with the name Voorhees. Mike Apgar has
done extensive work on Civil War Voorhees and has
a list of about 14 black Union soldiers with the name
Voorhees. All of these activities take manpower. We
would like to add several new members to our
Genealogy Com-mittee. Please contact me if
interested. We would particularly like to have
someone from California '



Notes from the Genealogy Committee continued

on the Committee. Also we would like to find some-
one interested in World War 2 history. Because the
Van Voorhees Association was going strong during
World War 2, we have a lot of original letters and
records from this period that would be fun to analyze.

Fourth, TMG recently introduced Version 7 of their
software and we will be switching to this new version
sometime in 2008. It has some new features which
will be handy to have.

Finally, 1 plan to work with Flo in 2008 and put to-
gether a document I will call, “Design Criteria Mem-
orandum.” This document will set out all the TMG

‘data entry standards we use. This would be things
like how dates and place names are input, what mod-
ifications need to be made to which source templates,
and many more. I would eventually plan to publish
this document in the Nieuwsbrief, as 1 think it will be
of interest to our members. Also when the day comes
when Flo and I are not around, the document will be
of assistance to those that follow.

There are many changes going on at Ancestry.com,
the largest company in genealogy, that are of signifi-
cance to the industry and to us. Ancestry has created
a new corporate name, The Generations Network.
They have received a $300,000,000 investment from
a venture capital firm and are expanding rapidly out-
side of the US. They are ramping up aggressively in
the US to go after a much larger customer base. They

introduced completely new Family Tree Maker gene-

alogy software. They were forced into the completely
new because all their programmers had left the com-
pany and also because they wanted to make the pro-
gram more internet friendly and friendlier to other
components within Ancestry. As reported earlier,
Ancestry has purchased Sorenson, a DNA testing
company, and plans to get more involved in DNA.
Since 1999 almost 2 million people have submitted
family trees to Ancestry’s Online Family Tree Sys-
tem called Ancestry World Tree. After March 2008
this system will no longer be supported and those
trees not converted to the new system will be frozen.
The new system will be called Ancestry Member
Tree System. This new system has a lot of new fea-
tures including integrated record search, the ability
to invite family members and friends to edit and
contribute, and GEDCOM import and expott.

Ancestry Member Tree System basically eliminates
the need to have your own genealogy software and
provides software for you on the internet -- a trenq
much broader than just the genealogy field.

We have no interest in Ancestry Member Tree Sys-
tem because the underlying software is not as feature
rich as TMG; however, it may be an appropriate sys-
tem for a lot of people. We are aware that a number
of Master Genealogist users are talking to Wholly
Genes Software (maker of TMG) about setting up a
network where more than one researcher can edit and
contribute to a TMG project. One of the early users
of new TMG Version 7 has discovered a mysterious
button labeled “Family Data Exchange Options™ and
users on the newsgroups are wondering what the
heck this is. We will be following this new develop-
ment to see if it is something we should consider.

The National Genealogical Society national confer-
ence will be held 14 to 17 May, 2008 in Kansas City,
MO. The Federation of Genealogical Societies will
hold their national conference 3 to 6 Sept, 2008 in
Philadelphia, PA.

Genealogy cruises continue to be profitable for
both the software vendors and the cruise lines. The
next Legacy Family Tree (Millennia Corp) cruise wilf
be on the Norwegian Jewel departing from London
16 July, 2008 and arriving back in London 28 July,
2008. This cruise will schedule stops at Copenhagen,
Berlin, St. Petersburg, Tallinn, and Stockholm. The
next Roots-Magic cruise will be the Mexican Riviera
(Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan, and Puerto Vallarta,
Mexico) from Sept 28 to Oct 5, 2008. The Master
Genealogist (Wholly Genes Software) cruise aboard
the Caribbean Princess will depart Brooklyn 26 Oct
2008 and arrive in San Juan, Puerto Rico Sun 2 Nov,
2008. This cruise visits St. Kitts, West Indies;
Antigua, West Indies; and St. Thomas, US Virgin
Islands. Note it is a repositioning cruise which does
not start and end in the same place. Another geneal-
ogy cruise sponsored by Fly Away Travel (nota
software company) is on Royal Caribbean’s newest
ship, Liberty of the Seas. This cruise starts in Miami,
FL on Sat. 25 Oct 2008 and returns to Miami Sat 1

- Nov 2008. This cruise stops at San Juan, Puerto Rico,

Philipsburg, St. Maarten, and Labadee, Haiti. Note
that this cruise is Saturday to Saturday :
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Status of Voorhees Surname DNA Project
by Bob Voorhees

Our project continues to add people. We currently

“have a total of 13 Voorhees tested. In the fall 2007

Nieuwsbrief we reported 7 people tested so we have
added 6 more or an 86% increase. All 13 people
match perfectly on 12 markers. Ten people tested at
25 markers: 7 of these match all 25; 2 of them match
on 24; and 1 matches on 23. Eight people tested at
37 markers: 7 match on 36 markers and 1 matches
on 33 markers. _

This last person, matching 33 of 37 markers, is
most interesting. Thirty-three of 37 markers indicate
a 99% chance that we share a common ancestor. Of
note here is that his name is not Voorhees and noth-
ing close to Voorhees. I'm not going to mention his
name in the interest of privacy, but his family has
been in the US for a number of generations. We have
been in touch with this family member. He had a
relative, now deceased, who commissioned some
research in the Netherlands on his family name. It, in
fact, shows that in the 15" and 16" centuries the
family name was Voorhees or something close to
Voorhees and at some point along the way it was
changed. So this line of people probably descended

~ from the ancestors of our immigrant ancestor, Steven

Coerte Van Voorhees. This is the only line I know of
in the US that descended from the ancestors of
Steven Coerte.

We have a copy of this research and Manning
Voorhees is looking into it to see if we can pinpoint
the common ancestor. Manning has, for some time,
been working on a project to identify ancestors and
relatives in the Netherlands from the 16™ and 17"
centuries. Manning is the right man for this job,
since he made publication of the book, Through a
Dutch Door, 17" Century Orvigins of the Van
Voorhees Family happen in 1992,

Locating Steven Coerte’s ancestors in Holland is
extremely complicated. Here is a quote from page xv
of our Dutch Door book: The Dutch system of
naming children in the late 1 6" and 17" centuries
can be confusing, particularly since the same
relatively narrow numbers of names seem to recur.
Generally, a son’s last name was his father’s first

DNA Ancestry Beta:

name to which was added s or sen or even szen — all
variations found in US Dutch records. Thus, Steven
Coerts’ son could be Coert Stevens or Stevensen or
Stevenszen. This name reversal would be continued
in many instances through successive generations. It
will be noted that some female names end in je or
tie. This diminutive is added to a basic woman’s
name---e.g., Antje (Ann + tje). See page 747 of our
1-6 Generations book for the article titled “The
Stephenson Family Descendants of Steven Lucas™.
This is in the Appendix which lists Unknowns.

To further understand the complexity, here is
another quote from page 18 of our Dutch Door
book: As for the inhabitants of the farms at Hees and
their mutual family-ties, there are positive and
continuous data only for the first decades of the 17"
century onwards. There are two important reasons
for this. On the one hand, the accounts of the
rentmeester of Dikninge begin in this period. On the
other hand, maybe more important, from this time on
a patronymicum™® is consistently used, usually
Sfollowed by a dwelling place, such as for instance
Albert Coerts van Voorhees. 15" and 16" century
data mostly lack these additions; consequently, we
have to do with a first name and only the addition
to/tho/toe/te Hees. This is why making a family
genealogy before 1600 is a difficult and risky job.
To/tho/toe/te Hees did not always mean a person
actually lived there; if could also mean that a person
was born at Hees. Jan to Hees in de Weyde, for
example, appeared as a tenant of Dikninge between
1568 and about 1590. He was born at Hees
(probably Voorhees), but lived at a farm in the
parish of Ruinerwold (then called Blydenstede).

*Editor’s Note: The definition of patronymic
(patronymicum) is a name received from a paternal
ancestor; especially, one formed by a prefix as in
Fitzgerald (an Irish/English corruption of the French
fis, meaning son or son of), son of Gerald, or suffix,
as in Johnson (German sohn, Scandinavian sen or
ssen), son of John.

For details go to the website of the Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter

(http://blog.ecogn.com/eastmansonlinegenealogy/2007/09/dna-ancestry-be.html), which has the follow-

ing announcement (written by The Generations Network, parent company of Ancestry.com.) with sev-
eral topics of interest: Introducing DNA Ancestry; Created DNA Ancestry to help users; and, Where
to purchase a DNA test kit, how to use it, mail the kit to the lab, and viewing your results.












Addendum to the Biography of Rév. C.E. Van Voeorhis
by Marilyn Van Voorhis Voshall

In a lengthy phone conversation, Bruce and 1 deter-

~ 5 h .
.mined that we are 4" cousins — descendants of Rev.

Charles E. Van Voorhis. We had much to share about
the Ohio Van Voorhis clan. I started to edit the biog-
raphy and then realized there was more history than
could be inserted -- thus this article.

Charles’ grandfather is Capt. Daniel Van Voorhies,
who married his 2™ cousin, Sarah Voorhees Brett {no
children by her 1™ marriage). Sarah was baptized in
the Dutch Reformed Church in Fishkill,
church with several founders including her grand-
father, Johannes Coerte Van Voorhees. They had 2
children before she died at the age of 31. Tt is thought
that she was buried on her grandfather Johannes’
farm in the Van Voorhees Cemetery. This cemetery
no longer exists; but the remaining stones (no bones
or bodies found) were placed in the churchyard of the
Fishkill Dutch Reformed Church. Her stone is next
to that of Johannes and his wife, Barbara Van
Dyke/Dycke Van Voorhees.

When Sarah died, Samuel was only 3 and his sister,
Sarah, barely 6 weeks old. Daniel left the children to
be raised by Sarah’s parents, “Court Voorhees” and
- his wife, “Catharyna Vilken” (spellings given in the

-records of the Dutch Reformed Church in Fishkill,
NY). Capt. Daniel remarried, had 4 more children,

and his 2™ wife died at the age of 33. He married a
3 time, had 2 more children and this wife lived to
the age of 78.

Samuel, after mamage moved near hlS father in
Washington Co., PA. He was still there when Daniel
died on Feb. 21, 1819 at the age of 80. In Daniel’s
Will, probated Apr. 21, 1819, Samuel received $300 -
a lot of money in those days. No doubt it financed his
trek west to Bucyrus, Ohio. As previously stated,
Samuel was a pioneer with ordeals beyond any mod-
ern tent-camping trip. Samuel’s wife, Sarah Myer
(several spellings in records at Fishkill, NY), died on
Sept. 20, 1848 at the age of 64. Samuel died on Feb.
24, 1857 at the age of 82. Both are buried in Whet-
stone Cemetery, Bucyrus, Crawford Co., OH. Prob-
ably Samuel spent his last years living with his son,
Isaac, on Isaac’s farm. It is unclear whether this was
originally Samuel’s farm. In any case, this farm was
bisected by a creek. Actually, only 1 small corner of
it was cut off from the rest. For many years this cor-

_ner was probably used as a wood-lot. Later Isaac do-
~ nated it to become Whetstone Cemetery. When 1
finally found it a few years ago, I could not locate the

NY - a.

graves of either Sarah or Samuel. Eventually T notic-
ed a broken tombstone in the weeds just over the
bank going down to the stream. It was Samuel’s. I-
retrieved it and leaned the 2 pieces against a tree. 1
never could find Sarah’s stone. It was obvious that
the upper bank had caved in and fallen down the
steep embankment. Probably Sarah and Samuel were
buried on the edge of this bank. Two years later I
revisited the site and Samuel’s broken stone was
exactly where I had placed it. Whetstone Cemetery is
well cared for, but no one knows exactly who does
this. There are several Van Voorhis stones as well as
those with other names. Locals in Bucyrus. say that
relatives take turns mowing the grass, etc. Our thanks
to them!

Rev. Charles E. Van Voorhis and his wife, Susan
{(Jones), had their first child die early; however, their
10", also a daughter, was also given the name Ellen -
a common practice used for several centuries. There
were 12 children (counting the 1™ Ellen who died in
infancy); but my father was not sure if #12, Tefrona
(b. Jan. 14, 186(0), was adopted or not. (Sarah was 47
when Tefrona was born.) Charles did marry (after
1870 when Susan died) a 2° wife, Ellen Ferguson;
but they had no children together. She died July 9,
1896 and he died Dec. 12, 1896 (age 87) at his farm
home in Bladensburg, OH. He is buried in the Dennis
Church Cemetery in Jackson Twp., Knox Co., OH --
just across a dirt lane from the front doors of his
beloved church. Both wives are buried with him and
all 3 names are on one stone pillar. In keeping with
customs of the Disciples of Christ, his stone reads
Elder Charles E. Van Voorhis. (Officially in this
denomination, ordained elders can teach, give
communion, preach, baptize and perform marriages.)

My great-grandpa, William Linas (3™ child of Rev.
C.E. Van Voorhis) was minister of the Martinsburg
Disciple church (4 miles west of Bladensburg); and
William’s son, James E., was a deacon in the Disci-
ple church in Ravenna, OH. James’ son, Merrill (my
father), was ordained a life-time elder in the Disciple
church, but by then (late 1940s onward) elders nor-
mally function as pastors only in emergencies.

Cemeteries in Bladensburg, Dennis and Martins-
burg have many Van Voorhis names. The next page
(courtesy of Dr. Roy Voshall) has photos of several
family tombstones, Rev. C. E. Van Voorhis’ Dennis
Church, and the Disciple church in Martinsburg, OH.






Our Cousins, the Schencks, have 2 Farm Houses in the Brooklyn Museum
by Fredrick V. Bonner

In early 2007, I noticed some news items saying the
Period Room Exhibits and the Schenck Houses were
closed for renovation. The name Schenck, pronounc-
ed Skenk,* rang a bell. T consulted my Van Voorhees
family records and, sure enough, found Hendrick
Van Voorhees (a great grandson of our progenitor,
Stephen Coertse Van Voorhees) married circa 1734
Sara Schenck. Sara’s parents were Jan Rolofse

‘Schenck (1670-1753) and Sara Willemse Van
Kouwenhoven (1674-1761). Both were born in the
Flatlands section of Brooklyn called Nieuw
Amersfoort. _

Jan Schenck’s mother was Neeltje Garretse Van
Couwenhoven (1520-1704) who, I suspect, was a
brother to Jan Martense Schenck, builder of the older
Schenck House in the Mill Basin neighborhood of
Flatlands in Brooklyn. I presume the Van Voorhees
farm was within walking distance to the Schenck
house and that all of these Dutch settlers attended the
Flatland Dutch Reformed- Church (3931 Kings
Highway) established in 1663 by order of Peter
Stuyvesant. .

In late July 2007, my wife and I were staying in the
Hotel Beacon (W. 75™ on Broadway) when we learn-
ed the Period Room Exhibits and the Schenck Houses
in the Brooklyn Museum had reopened. The next

morning, we went to the W. 75" Street subway sta-’

tion, boarded the #2 Broadway Express at 9:25 and
arrived at the Brooklyn Museum Station at 10:02.
Great timing because the museum opened at 10:00
AM (Hours for the museum are Wed.-Fri., 10 AM —
5 PM: Sat. — Sun., 11 AM -6 PM).

The Brooklyn Museum is one of the largest art mu-
seums in the world. As you emerge from the subway
station (1 of the cleanest in the city!), you see a hand-
some Beaux-Arts building fronted by a very avant-
garde entrance pavilion and public plaza. Started in
1897 with many later additions, the original design
was by McKim, Meade and White.

The Brooklyn Botanical Gardens is to the right of
the museum and Prospect Park surrounds both insti-
tutions. The museum entrance-fee is $4 for seniors
(compared to $20 at the Metropolitan Art Museum in
Manhattan) and your sight lines are not blocked by
hordes of summer tourists.

We were directed to 4™ floor of the museum for the
-Schenck Houses. As you approach the two houses,
the older one (built in 1676) appears to be younger,
because the exterior consists of clapboard siding that

has been freshly painted in the ancient barn-red color.
I’m sure this was meticulously researched.

The 1676 Schenck House is basically two rooms:
the larger south room contains the kitchen and main
living area with a large dining table, a desk and many
cupboards. There is a large open Dutch hearth for
cooking and warmth. All floors are bare wood, kept
clean by scrubbing with white sand. The smaller

~ north room features built-in bunk beds with backs to

11

the fireplace for warmth. There is a huge KAST **
the classic Dutch wardrobe:.
The newer Schenck House, built in 1775 in the

Canarsie section of Brooklyn by Nicholas Schenck

(one of Jan Martense Schenck’s grandsons) appears
to be older because the exterior is covered with very
old, very dark shingles -- possibly an influence from
the New Englanders who settled eastern Long Island.
As you enter this house from a Dutch doorway into a
central hallway, you quickly see what a difference a
century makes in terms of affluence and material pos-
sessions. The 1775 Schenck House has four main
rooms off the central hallway: a large dining room
with sideboards and grandfather clock: a parlor with
fine furniture and a rug; a bed chamber featuring a
four-poster bed and fancy dressing table; a second
bed chamber with a huge KAST.** The house has an
unfinished second floor (closed to the public) that
probably provided a storage area and additional
sleeping spaces for children and servants. -

These two houses provide a strong visual impress-
ston of how our Dutch ancestors lived their daily
lives in the 1600s and 1700s in Brooklyn. I urge all
Van Voorhees cousins to find the time and make the
trek to the Brooklyn Museum.

Following our tour of the Schenck Houses, we had
time left to visit the wonderful Period Rooms, the
Harry Luce Center for American Art, the Dinner
Party by Judy Chicago in the Center for Feminist Art
and Beaux-Arts Court surrounded by 700 Years of
European Paintings. Then we boarded the #3 Broad-

‘way Express at 12:17 and 26 minutes later arrived at

the Macy’s Station at W. 34™ St. and 7" Avenue. We
walked through Macy’s and crossed over to 6™ Ave.
and then two blocks north to W. 36™ St. and turned
right to Keens Steakhouse at 72 W, 36™ St. Formerly
called Keen’s English Chop House, it was established
in 1878 as a man’s pipe-smoking club. That’s why
you will see 88,000...yes, 88,000...clay pipes on the
ceiling. My wife and I prefer the middle room, once





















VAN VOORHEES READING LIST continued

pattern that Frederick Jackson Tumer might have
used had he ever compressed his voluminous
researches on the American frontier within one
volume. Frederick Jackson Turner (1861-1932) is
widely regarded as one of the most influential
American historians of the early 20th century. He is
best known for his essay, “The Significance of the
Frontier in American History.” With this volume and
subsequent editions (see 5th edition,1982) Billington
clearly established himself as Turner's successor on
this subject. o

Brodhead, John Romeyn. History of ihe State of
New York; 2 v. New York: Harper and Brothers,
1871 (revised ed., 1872).

' Burghers of New Amsterdam and the Freemen of
New York, 1675-1866. Vol. 18 of Collections, New-
York Historical Society, 1886. '

DelJong, Gerald ¥. The Dutch in America, 1609-
1974. Boston: Twayne Publishers/G. K. Hall & Co.,
1975. This study of the Dutch-American follows
primarily a chronological approach by noting why
Hollanders left their native land at various times in
history, describing where each wave of immigrants
settled.

Jameson, J. Franklin, ed. Narratives of New
Netherland, 1609-1664. New York, C. Scribner's
Sons, 1909 (reprint, New York, Barnes and Noble,
1967). Travel accounts and descriptions of the
colony. This book is also available on CD from
www.genealogyCDs.com It is one of five works on
the CD, which is entitled Five Early Dutch Long
Island History Texts. When the web site opening
page appears, click New York CD’s. .

Kenney, Alice P. Stubborn for Liberty: The Dutch
in New York. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press,
1975. :

Maika, Dennis J. Commerce and Community:
Manhattan Merchants in the Seventeenth Century.

Ann Arbor, Mich.: UMI Dissertation Services, 2003.

O'Callaghan, E.B. Documentary History of the State
of New York; 4 v. Albany: Weed, Parsons, 1849-51
(octavo ed.); 1850-51 (quarto). This set draws from
several documentary sources. Documentary History
of the State of New York, vol. 3, has "Rev. Gideon
Hawley's Journey to Oghquaga, Broome Co., 1753"

and "Journal of Rev. John Taylor's Missionary Tour

through the Mohawk and Black River Countries, .in

1802." Vol. 2 has "A Description of the Geneses
Country," 1804, and "Description of the Countrg-

between Albany and Niagara in 1792." The four

volumes  are  available on CD  from

http://www.genealogyCDs.com entitled

Documentary History of New York, (4,500-plus

pages and maps). Click New York CD’s on the

opening page.

O'Callaghan, E.B. History of New Netherland; 2 v.
New York, Appleton, 1848.

Pointer, Richard W. Protestant Pluralism and the
New York Experience; A Study of Eighteenth-
Century Religious Diversity. Bloomington and
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1988.

Rink, Oliver A. Holland on the Hudson, an
economic and social history of Dutch New York.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1986. An excelient
formal history of New Netherland.

Ritchie, Robert C. The Duke's Province; a Study of
New York Politics and Society, 1664-1691. Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1977, . -

| Rosenzweig, Lee A. Brooklyn’s Flatlands, beyond

the fields. Brooklyn: Israelowitz Publishing, 2002.
This book is mainly black and white photographs
made from the late 1800's to the early 1970's. It
includes a sixteen page reprint of History of the
Town of Flatlands by Dr. Anson DuBois; fifty copies
were originally published in 1884. Brooklyn’s
Flatlands also includes two Flatlands maps of 1873.

Shorto, Russell. The Island at the Center of the
World. New York: Doubleday, 2004, This is the
story of a forgotten colony and the Dutch, and how
they shaped the world — written in a very easy
manner. A must-read if one does not plan on reading
further (ibid. the next page for a brief review of this
book).

~ Smith, Richard. A Tour of Four Great Rivers: The
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Hudson, Mohawk, Susquehanna and Delaware in
1769, Being the Journal of Richard Smith of
Burlington, New Jersey, ed. by Francis W. Halsey.
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906/
Republished as A Tour of the Hudson, the Mohawk,- -
the Susquehanna, and the Delaware in 1769.



VAN VOORHEES READING LIST continued

Fleischmans, NY: Purple Mountain Press, 1989
(paper, reprint).

Smith, William. The History of the Province of New
York, first printed in 1757.

Smolenyak, Megan Smolenyak and Ann Taylor.
Trace Your Roots with DNA. Royale, 2004. While
this book does not discuss Dutch and early Colonial
life in America, it provides an excellent discussion
about new genetic testing that genealogists and fam-
ily historians are widely embracing to verify tradi-
tional genealogical conclusions and, in some cases,
to show the way through genealogical brick walls.

Spier, Peter. The Legend of New Amsterdam.
Garden City: Doubleday, 1979. A children’s book in
full color on every page, it includes a map of New
Amsterdam in 1660. This is the year that Steven
Coerts van Voorhees arrived. New Amsterdam had
some 300 buildings and nearly 1,500 residents in
1660.

van der Donck, Adriaen. A Description of the New
Netherlands (sic), translated by Jeremiah Johnson
and edited by Thomas P. O’Donnell. Syracuse:
Syracuse University Press, 1968. Dr. van der Donck
wrote the definitive description of the natural
wonders of New Netherland in 1655. This is the
1841 translation edition. The author is a key
personality in Mr. Shorto’s book, listed above.

Van Voorhees Association. Through a Dutch Door,
17" century origins of the Van Voorhees Family.
Baltimore, Gateway Press, 1992. To order, access
http://www.vanvoorhees.org., click Publications.
Dutch Door contains the results of original research
into the Family during the 16™ and 17" Centuries in
the Netherlands plus essays on related topics. A fea-
ture of the volume is the Varn Voorhees Letters, that
Van Wyck, Frederick. Keskachauge, or The First
White Settlement on Long Island. New York:

Putnam’s, 1924. Also available on CD from
http://www.genealogyCDs.com (947 pages with
maps and illustrations). Click New York CD’s on the
opening page. Keskachauge, which was spelled in
slightly different ways, was the Indian name for
Nieuw Amersfoort, which became Flatlands, where
Steven Coerts van Voorhees and many other settlers
from the Netherlands lived, farmed and transacted
their affairs. There are many references to the
Voorhees Family and other Dutch families of interest
to researchers of family history. If you obtain the
CD, when using the search function first enter .
Voorhees or Voorhies and omit given and patro-

~ nymic names; these latter names were not spelled in

a consistent manner by our ancestors. The CD
includes a detailed map of the Three Flats of
Amersfoort, showing a relatively large plat labeled
Voorhees and another Voorhees house, along with
other Dutch-named spots of the era.

Webb, - Stephen Saunders. 1676: The End of

American Independence. New York: Knopf, 1984

(paper, Ithaca: Comell University Press, 1985).

‘Wilcoxen, Charlotte. Dutch Trade aﬁd Ceramics in

America in the Seventeenth Century. Albany:
Albany Institute of History and Art, 1987.

Wolley, Charles. A Two Years' Journal in New
York and Part of Its Territories in America.
London: John Wyat and Eben Tracy, 1701.
Reprinted with an introduction and notes by Edward
Gaylord Bourne (Cleveland: Burrows Brothers,
1902, reprinted Harrison, New York: Harbor Hill
Books, 1973).

Zwierlein, Frederick James. Religion in New
Netherland, 1623-1664; a  history of the
development of the religious conditions in the
province of New Netherland 1623-1664. Rochester:
J. P. Smith, 1910.

The Island at the Center of the World by Russell Shorto
Book Review by Bob Voorhees

If you have not read this book you should consider

reading it. Island is among the best books ever writ- -

. ten about New Amsterdam, the Dutch settlement on
~ Manbhattan that became New York City. As David
Van Voorhis Wood pointed out to me, this book
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states that Annetje Rapelje, who married Cornelis
Coerte Van Voorhees (grandson of Steven Coerte
Van Voorhees) was descended from the first Dutch
child to be born in New Amsterdam. She was Sarah
Rapalje born 9 June 1625 (see page 41 of Island).



Editor’s Note

According to Huguenot Society Records, Sarah Jeronimus Trico/Triko) was the brother of Sarah
Joris Rapalje (the first of 11 children of Joris  Joris Rapalje; thus Sarah is the aunt of Annetje.
Jansen/Janszen Rapalje and his wife, Catalyntie  Annetje, baptized at the Dutch Reform Church of
Jeronimus Trico/Triko) was born 9 June 1625 (as Brooklyn, NY on 17 March 1681, married Cornelis
stated) in Fort Orange (now Albany), NY -- the first ~ Coerte Van Voorhees circa 1696.

-white child born there. She had a total of 14 children In dealing with hand-written records it is very casy
(8 by her first husband, Hans Hanssen Bergen from  to misread some of it and get other parts mixed up!
Norway, and 6 by her second husband, Teunis  As a descendant of Cornelis and Annetje, I’ve done
Gisbertsen/Gysberts Bogaert/Bogart). considerable rescarch on many females in my

Annetje Rapelje was the 5™ child of Daniel ancestry; and I think the Huguenot Society has
Joriszen Rapalje and his wife, Sarah Abramsz  meticulous records that can be trusted.

Clok (Clok/Cloq/Klok/Kloc). Daniel (the 11™ child . Would I read the book if given a chance?
of Joris Janszen Rapalje and his wife, Catalyntje  Absolutely Yes!

Trve Words Dions Tt the Bely
(OLDE NEDERLANDSE PROVERS)

NJ-GSNJ New Book: Somerset County Articles in GMNJ
submitted by Manning W. Voorhees

Somerset County Articles in The Genealogical  articles that may be of interest to them. Brief .
Magazine of New Jersey - Summary and Descrip-  descriptions are provided of each article, along with
tions, 1925-2006 by Judith Green Watson (who auth-  the volume and page number on which each article-
ored a similar book of Monmouth County Articles in ~ may be found. All related articles and corrections ai [
GSNJ) is now available. This finding aid identifies all  cross-referenced. The book includes a chart for the
167 articles published in volumes 1 through 81 of  lengthy serialized article "Records of the Harlingen
The Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey that  Reformed Duich Church, Montgomery Township,
have Somerset County as their focus. The book will Somerset County” that shows, by year, in which
help researchers more readily identify and access  volume and on which page events were recorded.

Ordering Information: To Order send check for the correct amount to:
The book is available for $10 (plus $2.00 postage) GSNJ

from GSNIJ. New Jersey residents must add 7% sales PO Box 1476

tax. GSNJ members are entitled to a 10% discount. Trenton, N.J. 08607-1476

A convenient order form is available from the GSNJ website:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~njesnj/pubsorderform.html

Visit the GSNJ Home Page for up-to-date info on Events, Collections, Publications etc.: http://www.gsnj.org

WWW.VANVOORHEES.ORG
submitted by Bob Voorhees

If you haven’t visited out our new and improved  person in your family should have their own copy of
web-site, please do so. Ruth Yos is doing a terrific .  Through a Dutch Deor (a wonderful gift) that is now
job as our new Webmaster! Thanks Ruth, for all your ~ available only from Heritage Books.

hard work!. _ : We get visitor statistics from Powweb, the
Information on all our publications plus where and company that maintains our website. Over the last li\.

how to purchase are there on the website. Notice the months we have an averaged about 26,000 hits

9" Generation CD which is selling very well. Every (requests made to the site) per month. Over the last
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12 months we have averaged about 20,700 page
WWW.VANVOORHEES.ORG continued

months we have averaged about 16,300 downloads
" “per month. Over the last 12 months we have averaged

views (a page viewed) per month. Over the last 12

about 11,000 wvisits per month. A visit is one visitor
going to our website.

In Memoriam

Jack McKim Vorhies, DDS, MSD, of Greenwood,
Ind., died on Mar. 12, 2007 at the age of 84. He was
the son of Bacil Vorhies and Ireme Schuster
Vorhies. Born Feb. 19, 1923 he married Georgia
Reese on Nov. 2, 1943. He graduated from Indian
University School of Dentistry and practiced over 40
years until retiring in 1994, Interested in Charolais
cattle, he bought 1200 acres to create Indian Creek
Ranch. Here he bred bulls that won prizes at state
fairs in Indiana and Illinois plus the national
competition, American Royal, in Kansas City, MO.
He also collected histotical papers and co-authored
Indiana Obsolete Notes and Scrip. He was a member
of 4 dental and 4 orthodontist groups, American
Charolais Assn. (also an officer), SAR, American

Harrv L. Voorhees, Sr, of Dorchester, MA. died
Apr. 27, 2007 in Boston at the age of 77. Son of Dr,
_ Lamar 8. Voorhees and Naomi Usher Voorhees, he
' ‘grew up in Newton, NJ. He graduated in 1946 from
Newton H.S. as valedictorian and in 1950 he graduat-
ed from Princeton University as a Philosophy major.
In 1971 he received a Masters degree in Education
Administration from Temple University. Also in
1971 as an active member of the Phoenixville
Democratic City Committee, he was elected to the

Phoenixville Borough Council. He was a member .

and Vestry-man of St. Peters Episcopal Church .in
Phoenixville. He taught Chemistry and Physics in PA

John Voorhees died in Santa Cruz, CA in May

2007 at the age of 84. He grew up in Nashville, Tenn,
where his family owned a hardware business. He
served in the infantry in Europe during WWIL
Afterward he graduated from Vanderbilt University.
He worked in planning in OK and AR. He became

the city planner for Raleigh, NC and later a
~ developer, planning subdivisions with shared
gathering places for homeowners. He also was

Elizabeth M. Shiffner Veorhees of Berkeley, NJ
died at home Aug. 5, 2007 at the age of 85. Bomn in
‘New Brunswick, she lived in North Brunswick and
"~ Manahawkin before moving to Berkeley in 1982. She
was a member of the First Reformed Church of New
Brunswick. She was predeceased by her parents, 3
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Numismatic Assn., 102 Infantry WWII European
Theatre, the Masons (Scottish Rite), Rotary
International, and other local groups. He gave his
large collection of research books to the American
Numismatic Society’s library.

Predeceased by his son (Scott Vorhies), he is
survived by his wife of 63 years (Georgia Reese
Vorhies), 4 sons (Larry, Brent, Carl and Mark A.
Vorhies), 2 daughters (Joyce Vorhies Hickman and
Rhonda Vorhies Holland), his sister (Dorothy
Vorhies Schroeder), 19 grandchildren, and 7 great-
grand-children. Memorials can be made to the Mt.
Aubum United Methodist Church, 3100 W. Stones
Ctossing Rd., Greenwood, IN 46143, where he was a
member.

at Central High School in Phi]adelphia and
Springfield Twp. High School in Oreland, where he
was President of the Springfield Education Assoc.
After retiring, he became an active volunteer for the
Mass. Citizens for Life and enjoyed attending both
the Boston Symphony and the English Speaking
Union. _
- Survivors include 3 children (Harry L. Voorhees,
Jr. of Andover, MA; Thomas R. Voorhees and
Naomi E. Voorhees of Phoenixville, PA), his former
wife (Vera Voorhees of Phoenixville, PA); and 2
grandchildren (Katherine M. Voorhees and Slmon
J. Voorhees of Andover, MA).

1nn0vat1ve in his home styles. In NC Where he lived
more than 30 years, he was once president of the
Wake Co. Chapter of the ACLU :and aided
estabhshment of the NC Human Rights Fund and, in
the late 1970s, PFLAG. He was an avid outdoorsman, ~
tennis player, and supporter of the arts. Before
retiring, he moved to CA. Memorials can be made to
The Diversity Center, P.O. Box 8280, Santa Cruz,

CA 95061.

brothers and a sister. Survivors include her husband

(Robert F. Voorhees), a son (Robt. F. Voorhees,
Jr. of Whiting, Manchester), a daughter (Betty Jean
Voorhees of Toms River, NJ), 3 sisters-in-law (Clara
Shiffner, Mildred Gaunt and Gloria Voorhees), 5



nieces and 10 nephews plus their families, her = Van Liew Cemetery, North Brunswick, NJ.
extended family and a caregiver. Burial was in the :

In Memoriam continued

Geraldine Voorhees of East Syracuse, NY died on (Betty Voorhees Montana of East Syracuse, NY{;
Oct. 14, 2007 at the age of 87 in Crouse Hospital Patricia Voorhees Miller of Johnstown, NY; and
with her family present. Born in Gloversville, NY, Janet Voorhees Hamrick of Oriskany Falls, NY), 7
she was formerly employed at Johnstown Knitting grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildren, plus nieces
Mill. She was predeceased by her sister, brother and and nephews. Burial wasin Evergreen Cemetery,
son-in-law (J. Montana Jr.). Survivors are her hus- Fonda, NY.
band of 63 years (Robt. E. Voorhees), 3 daughters

Mildred Bell Bradsher Voorhees (age 83), a pro-  abroad.
minent North Carolina artist, died peacefully Oct. 29, Preceded in death by a son (Brad Voorhees, infant,
2007 at home in Asheville, NC on the 8 anniversary  died of polio in 1949.) and Edwin H. Voorhees (hus-
of the death of her husband, Edwin H. Voorhees.  band), she is survived by 6 children (Kirk Voorhees
Born in Petersburg, VA on Feb. 28, 1924 she attend- and wife Patty of Alexandria, VA; David Voorhees
ed St. Catherine’s School and Duke University. She  and wife Molly Sharp of Tuxedo; Rev. Ted
married Edwin H. Voorhees when he was a pilot in =~ Voorhees and wife Caren Goldman of St
the US Navy during WWIL After living in NYC for  Augustine, FL; Susan Voorhees and Jane Voorhees
19 years, she moved with her husband and 6 children of Asheville, NC; and Chad Voorhees and wifc
to Bogue Sound in Morehead City where they owned ~ Amy of Morchead City), 14 grandchildren and 4
Dee Gee’s Gift Shop. Almost 40 years later (in 2005)  great-grand-children. Her ashes and those of her late
she moved to Asheville. She continued to paint until  husband were interred in the St. Francis Chapel
just a few days before her death. Her artistic achieve- ~ Memorial Garden. Donations can be made to Moun-
ments and hospitality were well known here and tain Area Hosplce of Care Partners.

Dues Form :

Very few families have an organization like ours. Please help us get the work done by volunteering your
services and getting your relatives to join. “Many hands make light the work.” If each of you could act as a
back-up to assist us, it would be much appreciated.

Dues through December 31, 2008 were payable January 1, 2008. Please check the membership desired, note
any change of address, use your entire 9-digit zip code (to save money in postage), add your e-mail address (if
you have one¢) and mail your dues to Albert T. Van Voorhies,

Please make checks payable to The Van Voorhees Association. Your dues are deductible for Federal
income tax purposes. '
MEMBERSHIP DUES: [ 1Regular, $ 10.00 [ ] Contributing $ 30.00 [ ]Junior, $ 2.00

' [ 1Life, $200.00 - [ ] Sustaining, $ 15.00 ' S
If you did not pay your dues in earlier years, please add that amount to your remittance.

[ 1Check here, and enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope if you wish to receive a 2001 membership card.

Name

Address

City State _ Zip code

S Mer | E-mail

S
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